
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



856 Reviews of Books 

which he presents in the first half of his first volume, are in part new 
and are nearly all interesting. They constitute a valuable addition to 
the already extensive mass of Bismarckiana. Hofmann's intercourse 
with Bismarck, not only in its intimacy but in the amount of time passed 
in the prince's company, was incomparably more important than that of 
the garrulous and sensational Busch. 

Munroe Smith. 

BOOKS OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

A Walloon Family in America: Lock-wood de Forest and his For- 
bears, 1500-1848, together with A Voyage to Guiana, being the 
Journal of Jesse de Forest and his Colonists, 1623-1625. By 
Mrs. Robert W. De Forest. In two volumes. (Boston and 
New York: Houghton Mifflin Company. 1914. Pp. xxi, 314; 
ix, 391.) 

It is a mere truism to say that reliable private family records are 
precious contributions to colonial history, but rarely are such publications 
as valuable as the present volume. The introductory portion, to be sure, 
is not new, being based on The De Forests of Avesnes (and New 
Netherlands by John W. De Forest. This was a conscientious piece 
of genealogical work published in 1900 as the result of the author's 
researches in local history abroad. He succeeded in patching together 
a clear statement anent the family in the little Hainaut town of Avesnes 
and in linking the line of Jesse De Forest, tincturier, who emigrated 
with his family to Ley den (after ventures in other towns, in the first 
decade of the seventeenth century), to that of the merchants of Avesnes. 
Major De Forest's task was complicated by the variety of forms in 
which the name appeared in France and the Netherlands, where French 
families often lost their identity under the semi-translation of their 
names, both family and baptismal. It was necessary to thread a way 
carefully through a maze of De Freests, Van Foreests, etc., and to avoid 
being deceived by appearances or allured into claiming connection with 
such a family as the Van Foreests of Alkmaar, for instance. Major 
De Forest showed his knowledge of the many guises possible to his 
patronymic, and made out a good case establishing Jesse as the ancestor 
of the family who settled in New Amsterdam, although Jesse himself 
never saw Manhattan Island. He was known to have been among those 
who petitioned the English ambassador to Holland that the king should 
be asked to permit the settlement of " fifty or sixty families, as well 
Walloon as French ", in Virginia, the settlers preserving self-govern- 
ment, their own language, religion, and customs. Fifty-six heads of 
families put their names to the famous Round Robin accompanying this 
request. It was refused, though the would-be emigrants were assured 
of a welcome in the English colonies if they would go by families and 
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mingle with the English. Baffled in this plan, Jesse turned his thoughts 
to another venture whereby he could establish his young family out in 
the New World where there was room to expand. From 1619 on, there 
were many colonization schemes initiated in the Netherlands, and the 
one in which he took part was directed towards the "Wild Coast" of 
South America by the efforts of the newly established West India Com- 
pany (1623). Jesse De Forest was leader or "captain" of the ten 
heads of families who set forth in the Pigeon in July. Hitherto all that 
has been known of this expedition was in a meagre statement by Wasse- 
naar. In 1901, the Rev. George Edmundson found among the Sloane 
Manuscripts in the British Museum a manuscript journal entitled 
" Journal du Voyage fait par les Peres de Famille envoyes par MM. les 
Directeurs de la Compagnie des Indes Occidentales pour visiter la Coste 
de Guiane ". It is this journal that Mrs. De Forest has now published, 
first in narrative form and then entire in the original French and with 
English translation. In quoting from the earlier De Forest work, it 
may be said in passing, that Mrs. De Forest has made one or two trifling 
slips that do not appear in the original, as when she says in a note 
(I. 5) that " Hainaut was ceded to Spain in 1559", which was, of 
course, far from being the case, although it is true that various towns 
along the frontier, captured by the French in the wars between Charles 
V. and Henry II., were returned at the treaty of Cateau-Cambresis. 
The main part of the narrative of the immigration and later fortunes of 
Jesse's children in New Netherland is also based on source-works 
already well known, such as the Records of New Amsterdam, the New 
York Colonial Documents, the Van Rensselaer-Bowier Manuscripts, 
etc. For the Connecticut branch of the family, the author had Con- 
necticut records, also available to the curious. But the Journal comes 
as a fresh gift and is a most interesting document. It seems to have 
been referred to in the Venezuela Boundary dispute, but otherwise it 
has lain as " Sloane MS. 179 b ", unheeded as being the authentic story 
of one of the tragic colonizing episodes of the seventeenth century. 
Jesse De Forest never returned from Guiana. It was left to his chil- 
dren to make their own ventures in North instead of South America. 
Many incidental items of information are given in and between the 
lines of the Journal — possibly written by Jean Mousnier de la Mon- 
tagne. Perhaps the most interesting is the circumstantial proof that it 
was in 1624 that the Nieu Nederlandt landed her ship-load of settlers 
on Manhattan Island, not in 1623 as has sometimes been inferred. 

R. P. 

Commerce of Rhode Island, 1 726-1800. Volume I., 1 726-1 774. 

[Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, seventh 

series, vol. IX.] (Boston: Published by the Society. 1914. 

Pp. xiii, 525.) 

We have in this volume the only considerable body of commercial 
correspondence relating to the American, colonies which has ever been 



